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“Serving the Iowa County, Wisconsin, area since 1862”

One WWII soldier’s story told
Congratulations
Highland Class of 2017
by Brooke Bechen

Dodgeville resident Boyd Geer
was at the Iowa County Historical
Society museum in 2009 with colleague Neil Giffey when the Honorable Judge Bill Dyke walked in with
a suitcase. The contents of the suitcase revealed a plethora of memorabilia from First Lieutenant Robert C.
Nancolas - a 1937 Rewey High
School graduate and World War II
veteran. Saved by Nancolas’ mother,
Ella May (Cutler) Nancolas, Geer
never got to ask Judge Dyke how he
came into possession of the interesting collection.
“There are still lots of unknowns,”
Geer admitted. “And when [Judge
Dyke] died, I made it my project to
prepare the display for the Iowa
County Historical Society.”
For Geer, the collection and the
soldier’s story held a special interest.
Geer had been stationed at Clark Air
Force Base and had spent leave time
at Camp John Hay, a U.S. Armed
Forces recreation center near Baguio,
Luzon, the Philippines. He was stationed there just 10 years after Nancolas perished in a plane crash in the
rugged terrain of that region.
Robert Nancolas was remembered
as a popular student and athlete at
Rewey High School, Geer said. Once
he graduated, Nancolas studied at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison,
however, did not finish as World War
II erupted in his senior year of stud-

Highland High School Class of
2017 was the first of the five Iowa
County senior classes to graduate
this year on Saturday, May 20.
Twenty students received diplomas, an honor witnessed by family, friends and community
members.
Pictured above, Olivia Greene
sings an emotional rendition of
“You Raise Me Up.” At right,
Valedictorian Kyle Nankey addresses his class.

Echoes of rural teachers heard
by researchers at UW-Madison
by Brooke Bechen
Out of the 424 school districts in
Wisconsin, 233 are considered
“rural,” 95 are “town,” 79 are “suburban” and 17 are considered
“urban.” Yet little information is
known about those “rural” school
districts by researchers at the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s Wisconsin Center for Education
Research (WCER) and School of Education.
“What if?” Robert Mathieu, director of WCER told a large group of
stakeholders at the first Teacher
Speakout!, held on the UW campus
last Monday. “What if we had rural
teachers come and speak to us about
what they do?”
“This is a big change for us,” he
added. “WCER doesn’t have a strong
portfolio in rural research. But that’s
going to change.”
Jenny Seelig, a project assistant at
WCER, explained how she and another colleague first reached out to
UW-Madison alumni that work in
rural school districts. Forty nine were
contacted and asked to participate in
filling out a questionnaire to provide
insight on the challenges and excitement of working in a rural district.
Out of those 49, 29 agreed to take the
questionnaire, and 19 expressed interest in attending the Teacher
Speakout!, Seelig said.
Nine of those 19 were present on
Monday for the first ever Teacher
Speakout!, including Duane Draper,
Barneveld School District; Nick
Ehlinger, River Valley School District; Carrie Russell, La Farge School
District; Meaghan Gustafson, La
Farge School District; Barb Meyers,
Phillips School District; Yvonne Butterfield, Mauston School District;
Paul White, Markesan School District; Marc Peterson, Phillips School
District; and Sue Benzel, Mercer
School District.
The first task for the teachers on
Monday was to answer questions
asked by Seelig during a panel, followed by a rigorous day of discussion and conversation with
researchers and state legislators.
The first question the teachers were
asked was what they found most enjoyable about working in a rural district, in which Barneveld’s Draper
was the first to respond.
“The community,” he said. “I feel
like I’m part of a family and they
trust me as a professional.”
He added that there are very few
restrictions on how he teaches and
that the students in the Barneveld
School District seem to value education, even in a small rural district.
Gustafson of La Farge, a district
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with less than 200 students, said she
wears many hats, which allow for
“opportunities to be involved in the
works of the school.”
“We’re really all involved in the
fabric of what happens in the
school,” she said.
“It feels very connected,” her colleague Russell added. “That’s what I
enjoy about it.”
“You really do know everyone,”
chimed River Valley’s Ehlinger.
“And you automatically take on
those roles.”
Peterson shared that he graduated
from the Phillips School District and
could not imagine working anywhere
else. Many of the teachers who
taught him are still in the district, and
he feels it is certainly not a bad thing
that everyone knows everyone in a
small district.
The staff camaraderie is what
White of the Markesan School District enjoys most.
“We do look out after each other,”
he said. “We take the new ones in,
and if someone needs help, we help
each other.”
Meyers echoed the comments of
Draper.
“[Being in a rural district] definitely has benefits for all,” she said.
“The school is truly the hub of the
community and you need to take that
very seriously.”
“When you have one grocery store
and one school, this is the place
where people gather,” she added.
Seelig also asked the teachers
about challenges they see their students facing in a rural district.
“Simply not knowing,” Peterson
said, adding that there are some students that do not truly know what is
out there. “Just because they have the
internet, they don’t know every-

thing.”
Butterfield commented that sometimes it is difficult for students to see
past how their parents and the generations before them were taught. To
that note, Meyers added that small
districts often lack experience with
diversity, and there is little opportunity to expand their knowledge of diversity.
In La Farge, teachers see a “cycle
of poverty,” with many high school
students not seeing a future for themselves past high school.
Draper said the biggest challenge
he sees with his students at Barneveld is the lack of time. Students are
involved with the yearbook, sports,
drama and then go home and have
chores on the family farm, he said.
“It’s pretty unrealistic for them but
they want to do it,” he added.
The rural teachers echoed many
comments when asked what they see
as challenges themselves as an educator.
“Time is definitely an issue,”
White said, explaining that state and
federal testing and pre-testing exercises take up a lot of time.
“These kids are tested to death.”
Benzel answered with a similar response, stating that April and May
are primarily used for testing. She
also shared concerns about how the
data is really being used.
Value used to be placed on testing
results, Peterson added.
“They just don’t mean as much
when they are too much,” he said.
Ehlinger spoke to how testing affects his area of education - music.
When things keep changing, teachers
can often lose track of where they
are, he said.
See Speakout! pg. 2

Duane Draper, Barneveld School District, and Nick Ehlinger, River
Valley School District, spoke to UW-Madison researchers about their experiences in a rural school district last Monday.

Finnley James Watkins, infant, Montgomery, IL

ies as a civil engineer.
Nancolas enlisted on March 25,
1942 and after initial training, graduated from Officer Candidate School
at Camp Davis, NC on September
26, 1942 as a Second Lieutenant.
In January of 1944, Nancolas entered army intelligence service and
was trained at Camp Ritchie, MD.
He went overseas in July of 1944,
Geer said, with the First Corps at
Hollandia, New Guinea. It was there
that he received the promotion to
First Lieutenant. He later took part in
the invasion of Luzon in January of
1945.
On May 6, 1945, Nancolas flew
with his fellow soldiers as an observer on a reconnaissance flight
over enemy territory in the Baguio
area of northern Luzon. When the
plane failed to return from the reconnaissance flight, he was reported
Missing In Action.
After the Japanese surrender, it was
learned that guerrillas had found the
wrecked plane and the bodies of four

of the crew. With six crew members
unaccounted for, it was hoped that
Nancolas and others were safe with
natives, but the final word that Lt.
Nancolas was killed in the plane
crash came on March 13, 1946.
The only son of Cread and Ella
Nancolas had died fighting for his
country, the commanding officer of
the 2nd Enemy Order of Battle
Team, a unit attached to First Corps
Headquarters.
The remains of the soldiers who
died in the plane crash were eventually recovered and returned to the
United States. On January 27, 1950,
seven of those soliders, including Lt.
Robert C. Nancolas, were buried in
a common grave at Zachary Taylor
National Cemetery in Louisville, KY.
First Lt. Robert C. Nancolas was
awarded the Purple Heart posthumously following his death. This
sign of bravery and dedication can be
viewed at the Iowa County Historical
Society museum as part of the display, along with many other artifacts

Robert C. Nancolas
belonging to the WWII soldier.
Other items on display at the museum include Nancolas’ report cards
from grades 1-12, an autobiography
written as an assignment for his senior English class at Rewey High
See WWII pg. 3

Area Memorial Day services
Veterans in Iowa County and surrounding communities are making
plans for Memorial Day, Monday,
May 29. Following are some of the
local programs that were reported
to The Dodgeville Chronicle.
Arena: Memorial Day services
will be held at the Arena Community Elementary School beginning
at 10:30 a.m. The program will be
conducted by the Ewing Olson
VFW Post #9336. Following the
program there will be an honoring
of the fallen comrades at the Arena
Cemetery.
Avoca: On Thursday, May 25,
Avoca American Legion Post 335
will meet at the school at 5:45 p.m.
First stop will be at North Otter
Creek Biglow Hill at 6:00 p.m., followed by a stop in the Clyde Township at 6:15 p.m. The third stop will
be at Fairway at 6:30 p.m. and a
fourth stop will be at Pulaski at 7:00
p.m.
Barneveld: The Barneveld
American Legion Post 433 will
have a program at 11:00 a.m. at the
Legion Hall, followed by a potluck
lunch on Memorial Day.
Dodgeville: Ahead of Memorial
Day, the Dodgeville VFW and
American Legion will be holding
their annual Brat Sale at Piggly
Wiggly on Saturday, May 27 from
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. All proceeds
will be donated to Meals on
Wheels.
This Sunday morning, May 28, a
special service will be held at
Bloomfield Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center at 10:30 a.m.
Then on Memorial Day, veterans
will be visiting East Side Cemetery
at 8:30 a.m.; providing a service at
Upland Hills Nursing Home at 8:45
a.m.; and then going to St. Joe’s
Cemetery for another service at
9:00 a.m. Parade line up will be at
9:30 a.m. with the parade at 10:00
a.m. A program will follow the parade at the Iowa County Courthouse.

Highland: The Highland VFW
Post #9440 and American Legion
Post #422 will conduct a joint Memorial Day Ceremony beginning at
10:30 a.m. The ceremony will be
conducted at the Highland Veterans
Memorial (across from the post office).
Linden: The Linden American
Legion will be flying the Avenue of
Flags at the Linden Cemetery to
honor all veterans.
The Linden American Legion
Post 493 will meet at the Legion
Hall at 8:00 a.m. on Memorial Day
to go to Mifflin Cemetery by 8:30
a.m.; to Cobb Cemetery by 9:00
a.m. and to Edmund-Bethlehem
Lutheran Cemetery by 9:30 a.m.
Veterans will return to Linden for
the annual Memorial Day parade at
10:00 a.m.
Lone Rock/Clyde: On Monday,
May 29 at Lone Rock Battery Park
at 10 a.m., a Memorial Day Program will be presented by American Legion Post 383 of Lone Rock.
The Memorial Day Program will be
at St. Malachy Cemetery in Clyde
at 10:45 a.m. following the Lone
Rock Program. In case of rain, programs will be held inside.

Montfort: Ritchie, Bowers, Kohout VFW Post 9298 will be going
to the following cemeteries on Memorial Day: St. John Nepomuc,
Castle Rock Ridge at 9:00 a.m.;
Ralph Margan, Rock Cemetery in
Livingston at 10:00 a.m.; Walter
Hannan, Montfort Cemetery at
11:00 a.m.
The Village is also preparing for
Montfort Big Days June 2, 3 and 4.
A dedication ceremony to unveil
the new monument and changes at
the VFW shelter will begin at 7:00
p.m. on Friday, June 2. Other activities include a Walk/Run at 9:00
p.m. Friday; the Red Bandana Ride
at noon on Saturday; Rib Contest
and Volleyball Tournaments; Live
musical entertainment; and the
Chicken BBQ and parade on Sunday, June 4.
Mineral Point: The Mineral
Point VFW 7629 and Auxiliary will
be displaying 290 veterans flags
over Memorial Day weekend at the
city’s three cemeteries. High school
students will put the flags up on
May 26, but help is needed to take
them down starting at 3 p.m. May
29 at Graceland, St. Paul’s and St.
Mary’s cemeteries.
The Homer and Lee Parkinson
American Legion and Auxiliary
Post 170 invites the public to Memorial Day services and activities.
Veterans will meet at the American
Legion Clubhouse at 7:30 a.m. to
leave by bus to visit Mineral Point’s
cemeteries.
The annual Memorial Day parade
down High Street begins at 10:30
a.m. and ends with a program at Library Park. After the Memorial Day
Program, the public is invited back
to American Legion Post 170 for a
chicken BBQ lunch at the clubhouse, 3669 9th St. BBQ will be
sold until it’s sold out; carryouts are
available.
Ridgeway: The Ridgeway American Legion and Auxiliary will be
holding a Memorial Day Ceremony
on Monday, May 30 at 11:00 a.m.
It will be held at the ball park.

Patriots Tour travels through area Saturday
Area residents will be able to witness a moving tribute to veterans this
Saturday when The Patriot Tour travels through the area.
The Patriot Tour honors veterans
and raises funds for wounded veterans at the same time. All of the funds
raised - 100% - are given back to
wounded veterans.
The Tour lasts from Memorial Day
through Labor Day. It has its launch
in Madison, the first leg of a 100 day,
14,000 mile journey when the American flag is transported on motorcycles throughout the continental
United States. Over 150,000 riders
are expected to participate.
Bill Sherer spent the summer of
2009 riding through 33 states east of
the Mississippi, transporting the flag
on the back of his motorcycle to
honor friends who had served and to
recognize all military personnel past,
present and fallen. He raised a little
money along the way, all the while

Paul F. Hildreth, 56, Mineral Point

realizing that if his message was to
be heard, he would need a nation of
patriots to voice it.
The initial funds went to the VA
Hospital in Milwaukee and the idea
kept growing. Soon it became what
it is known as today...
The Nation of Patriots.
The flag and rider will be traveling
through Dodgeville on Highway 18

Elizabeth (Mae) James, 93, Mineral Point

about 12:30 p.m. after departing
Madison’s Harley Davidson at 11
a.m. The public is invited to gather
along the way to wave and salute the
mission.
The route follows 18/151 west, bypassing Mount Horeb, Barneveld
and Ridgeway. Riders will turn onto
18/151 near Dodgeville, travelling
past Walmart, Culvers, McDonald’s,
Kwik Trip and the Iowa County
Sheriff’s Department. It will travel
further on 18/151 through Edmund,
Cobb and Montfort, with a fuel stop
scheduled in Fennimore at Kwik
Trip. The tour than resumes, travelling to Prairie du Chien then into
Iowa.
“The public is invited to line the
route, wave flags, cheer and salute,”
Sherer said. “We understand the sacrifices and stand in awe of the contributions veterans have made and do
See Tour pg. 3
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Celebrating years of dedication and talent

Speakout!
from front

Teachers retiring from the Dodgeville School District are pictured above at their retirement party (front
row l-r): Jane Erickson, Lisa Venden, Mary Nelson; (back row l-r): Vonee Carmody, Evy Thuli, Leta Willie,
Janice Neil.
by Pam Fingerson
On Friday evening, May 19th,
Dodger Bowl became the site of a
very special occasion. Dodgeville
school board members, district administrators, retired teachers, current
teachers and family and friends came
together to honor seven retiring
COPYRIGHT
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teachers.
District administrator Jeff Jacobson
was Master of Ceremonies for the
evening. One of the first bits of information he shared was that between these seven retiring teachers,
there was 218 years of experience.
Jacobson then spent some time
sharing memories of each of the retiring teachers. He brought smiles
not only to the faces the teachers
being honored, but also to those in
the audience. Personally, I was

touched by the fact that each of these
teachers had spent a majority, if not
all their career, here in the Dodgeville district.
Finally the school board members
presented modern lawn chairs to the
retirees. On the back of the chair is
the word “Dodgers.” Each time these
remarkable people take a moment to
relax in their chair they can think of
the numerous students’ lives they
touched.

106 West Merrimac Street
Dodgeville, Wisconsin 53533
Telephone (608) 935-2331
news@thedodgevillechronicle.com

Another challenge that the La
Farge School District faced recently
was teacher turnover, Gustafson
said. Her district has seen a nearly
85% turnover in the past five years
- some positions have been turned
over more than once.
It is difficult to attract teachers,
difficult to keep them and give them
the appropriate salary, she said.
Gone are the days of having 180 applicants for a teaching position,
Ehlinger added.
Meyers suggested that universities
start preparing students and educating them on the possibility of working in a rural district. With more
information, students might be more
apt to give life in a small community
a try. Peterson agreed, saying it
should not be the high school’s job
to prepare students interested in
teaching, but the university’s job.
Draper appeared to address the
“elephant in the room,” stating that
Act 10 had a huge impact on students who were interested in becoming teachers.
“It divided the staff. It divided the
community,” he said. “Until we get
a switch in how we see and trust
teachers, kids will pick something
else, even though they’d make terrific teachers.”

Garage Sale
5090 Brennan Rd., Dodgeville
May 25-27
Thurs. & Fri. 7-4; Sat. 8-Noon

This map shows approximately where each district represented by the
nine teachers at the Speakout! is located across the state of Wisconsin.

Estate Sale

Estate Sale

Thursday, June 1
Friday, June 2
10:00-6:00

Fri., May 26 • 7-6
Sat., May 27 • 7-2
514 W. Washington St.
Dodgeville

Gravely ZT42 lawn mower with bagger,
Craftsman rotary lawn mower, Gehl 1500
round baler, snowmobile, Yamaha Raptor
660 ATV, furniture, TV Johann Haviland
Bavarian Germany Blue Garland 5 piece
setting x4 dinnerware, misc. household
items, linens, home decor, tools and lots
of other misc. items.
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“Clean Power Today for a green Tomorrow”

1305 State Rd 69, 608-527-4495

5224239

.

Telephone: (608) 623-3232
Email: ronaldwalkcr@chartcr.net
Serving Southwest Wisconsin Since 1979

Certified Wind and PV site assessor, Sales, installation and service
of on and off grid wind, PV and
SDHW systems
5381 Beagle Lane
Platteville, WI 53818
(608) 642-2262
www.timmermanstalents.com

